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OR, 
THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 







































For ifthecasting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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Ata meeting of the Board in the month of March last, a commu- 
nication was received from the Rev. Mr. Frey, in which he requested 
to be released from his engagement to travel four months during the 
eoming season, to obtain Collections, and form Auxiliary Societies, 
This request was granted ; and he is now no longer the Agent of the 
Society. 

We may, in our next, publish Mr. Frey’s communication, and the r 
minutes of the Board in this case. 

Mr. Frey having declined to go to any temporary settlement ; and 
it being considered practicable to find employment for the converts 
under the care of the Board, and to have them supported more eco- 
nomically, than by hiring a place for them, the Board have resolved 
that it is inexpedient for the present, to take any temporary setile- 
ment. 

The farm at Harrison having been given up, the Stock and farming 
utensils, are in a course of sale. ‘Thus far there has been compara- 
tively little loss, on the articles which have been disposed of; and the 
produce of the Farm considerably exceeds in amount, the annual rent { 
thereof. | 


om we 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE, 


The following important overture has just been received from the 
London Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews ;—ac- { 
companied with a donation ef all their publications. It has not yet J 
been acted on, by the Board ; but it will, unquestionably be met, with 
the same courtesy and christian kindness, which characterises their 
communication—lIt is as follows, viz :-— ; 


nat Me le ee 


To the Secretaries of the American Society for Meliorating the Con- 
dition of the Jews. 5] 


GentTLeEMEN,—On the other side, I beg to forward to you a resolu- 
tion of our Committee, begging the acceptance, by your Committee, 
of a copy of all our publications. The chief object of your Society, 
we suppose to be the affording temporal aid to converted Jews, as the 
sole object of ours is to promote the spiritual welfare of that people : 
and it seems desirable, therefore, that a mutual correspondence should 
be kept up, that, as far as moy be, a co-operation may take place. We 
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shall be most happy to receive further information respecting your ob- 
jectsand plans, and in any way consistent with the rules of our Society, 
to unite our labours with yours. We have, of course, contemplated 
with interest some circumstances which have occurred recently in 
America, in relation to the Jews, although we do not know what de- 


eree of weight is really attached to them. 
With earnest prayer that the blessing of Abraham’s God*may be 


with you in your work, Iam Yours very truly, 


(Signed) C. S. HAWTREY, Secretary. 


London Society for Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews. 

At a Meeting of the General Committee, held 20th Dec. 1825 ; 
Society House, 10, Wardrobe Place, Doctor’s Commons— 

Resolved, That a Copy of the Publications of this Society be pre- 
sented to the Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews in 
America, accompanied by a request to open a regular communication 
with this Society. 

Extracted from the Minutes. (Signed) W. CRICKMER.,. 


To the Secretaries of the Society for Meliorating the Condition of 
the Jews—New-York. 


Lonpon, Fes. 1, 1826. 
GENTLEMEN,—I beg to enclose a bill of lading of the Books men- 
tioned in the foregoing resolution, which I trust you will receive safely. 
With earnest prayers for the Divine Blessing, on all attempts made 
for the benefit of God’s ancient People, I remain, gentlemen, Yours 


most truly, (Signed) JOS. G. BARKER, Secretary. 


From the London Jewish Expositor. 


SPEECH OF THE REV. MR. EVANSON, 
Before the Bedford ( England) Jews Association. 


“The kind and cordial expressions under which I have been 
introduced to the notice of this meeting, by the Rev. Secretary 
of the Bedford Association, have filled me with some degree of 
embarrassment, as I fear that expectations have been thus ex- 
cited, to the fulfilment of which I am conscious of my inability. 
It has long been my pride and my pleasure to labour in this 
cause in Ireland, in whose generous soil, I rejoice to say, it kas 
deeply and firmly taken root. No tempest of opposition, no 
chilling blasts of apathy or scorn, no withering blight of ca- 
lumny have checked its reviving verdure. All there is green 
and lovely, and luxuriant. It is indeed a plant of vigorous 
growth, and its fruits have already liberally repaid the culture. 
Such have I left it; and such I feel assured, under the divine 
protection, it will continue, watered with the dews of heaven, 
and flourishing as the cedars of Lebanon.” I have often, Sir, 
been struck with this phenomenon in the religious world, that 
the claims of the Jews, our greatest benefactors in religion, have 
been the latest to be listened to, and when forced at length on 
the unwilling ear, have been so coldly and so carelessly inves» 
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tigated, 50 faintly and partially admitted to be just, have se 
slightly penetrated the understandings of the enlightened, so 
feebly affected the hearts of the humane. Anomalies there are 
in the course and conduct of Christian benevolence. [ts foun- 
tain is not always unsullied, nor its streams guided with discre- 
tion. I have almost ceased to wonder at the aberrations of that 
charity which overleaps the circle of domestic or national duty, 
and traverses the globe in search of novelties, to satiate an ever- 
eraving and heated imagination; which enlists its myriads iu 
the glorious crusade against the idolatries of the Southern 
ocean, and stretches the «gis of British protection over the 
slaves of Brahminical or Buddhie superstition, and cheers the 
inhospitable shores of Greenland or Kamtschkatka with the 
brightness of revelation. Alas! too often forgetting, that with- 
in the limits of this sea-girt island, or in the adjoining “ bright 
gem of the ocean,” lies many a wide moral waste. Many an 
unhappy victim of debasing ignorance groans unheard in the 
bustle and “ note of preparation,” and tocsin of exterminating 
warfare, against the paganism of foreign lands. Let me not, 
however, be misconceived ! | mean not in the faintest degree, to 


pour discredit upon the generous and Scriptural heroism of 


missionary zeal. In its pure and brillant emanations, I trace 
the spirit of Apostles and martyrs. Hallowed be the memories 
of Schwarts, and Martyn, and Krantz. and Brainerd, of Ward, 
and of Johnson. And do thou, “ Captain of thine enlisted host,” 
soon fill up those chasms, which relentless death has made in 
the ranks of thy faithful warriors! But ! cannot cease to re- 
gret, that in this prying, speculative, and benevolent age, the 
philosopher, the antiquarian, the political economist, the ex- 


pounder of prophecy, and the preacher of the “ Everlasting 


Gospel,” should all, as with one consent, so long have forgot- 
ten the very existence of such a people as the Jews,—a people 
unchanged in the lapse of centuries, floating upon the wide ex- 
panse of society, yet pure and unmingled as “ vil upon the wa- 
ters.” A people, whose numbers, whose antiquity, whose pecu- 
liar features, and miraculous preservation and unrivalled glories, 
in the ages past, exhibit such problems in the history of man as 
bafile the ingenuity of philosophic research, and put to silence 
the senseless clamours of infidelity. ‘That such a people should, 
until of late, have scarcely entered into the calculations of Bri- 
tish philanthropy, is one of those surpassing wonders, which 
almost sets explanation at defiance, and is incapable of pardon 
or of palliation. It was time that this reproach should be “ rol- 
led away” from this favoured country ; that she should assume 
her proper and dignified attitude, as the dispenser of light and 
life to Israel, “ the beloved of God.” And I regard as the bright- 
est ra in her history, that an Institution has grown up, under 
her fostering care, which has at length brought the cause of 
Judah before the great tribunal of public opinion: which has 
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engaged advocates in every part of the Christian world, and 
pleads with an energy, and authenticates its claims with an 
holy vehemence, that cannot but secure a triumphant verdict. 

We demand, Sir, justice for the Jew. You have wronged, 
cruelly wronged him. You have robbed and spoiled him. His 
blood is upon your garments. His wealth has filled your cof- 
fers. He fled to your land of liberty, but the curse of his na- 
tion pursued him, and too promptly did you lend yourselves to 
be the instruments of a chastising God. He brought you the 
Bible. You grasped at the inestimable treasure. He asked but 
for his share in that precious volume. You flung him back all 
its maledictions. Its blessings you monopolized to yourselves, 
We now demand retribution; and we warn you against a fatal 
perseverance in this spiritual rapine. [t is a fearful thing to be 
the executioners of vengeance, that ‘ strange work’ of God. 
Think upon Egypt and Babylon, and Tyre, and Imperial 
Rome !—* How are the mighty fallen.” ‘Think on the desola- 
tious of modern Europe ; on the wars, the famines, and the pes- 
tilences; the scenes of blood-shed and of horror, with which 
even England’s annals have for centuries been polluted. “ I 
will surely visit them that afflict thee, saith the Lord.” “ He 
that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of mine eye.” 

We supplicate mercy for the Jew. Be grateful, and remem- 
ber your benefactor in the hour of his distress and misery. 
Dreary indeed and desolate is his spiritual condition. He lives 
«without God, and without hope in the world.” Christian pa- 
rents! think on the children of this people ; early nurtured, but 
in ignorance, or debasing superstition; trained to the horrid 
purposes of “ laying in wait as for prey, and increasing the 
transgressors amongst men,”’ like noxious weeds springing up 
in rank luxuriance, and diffusing death within the circuit of 
their baleful influence. 

And these are the descendants of your best benefactors ; of 
men who were once the “ salt of the earth, and the lights of the 
world.” ‘To whom we owe that volume, whence piety derives 
its aspiring sentiments, and the eloquence of prayer its appro- 
priate language ; where patriarchs and legislators, judges and 
kings, and prophets, saints, martyrs, and apostles, stand forth 
in bright and glowing relief, and teach, by example, what the 
grace of God can effect upon the soul of man. To this, as to 
* the fountain of living watérs,” we bring our children at once 
to excite and satiate the thirst for life eternal. To this we form 
their tender minds, and imbue their young hearts with its tinc- 
ture and its fragrance. Here, as in a mirror, do we behold the 
beauty of holiness, and “are changed from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” Be grateful for the Bible, 
and show mercy to those by whom it has been penned, and pre- 
served, and trausmitted in its purity to you. 

















rere 


Israel’s Advocate. 53 


Consult too for the best interests of the British empire, which 
owns as its subjects, thousands of this scattered race, and raise 
them to their proper elevation in the scale of morals and reli- 
gion. To them is the Gospel as necessary as to the worship- 
pers of Juggernaut. To them it will prove as effective as to 
the idolators of Otaheite. Bring them at least within its glad- 
dening sound. Proscribe them not by a selfish exclusion from 
the noblest rights of man. Feel for them as the illustrious 
‘* Burke” did for the American colonists, “ [| cannot bring in a 
bill of indictment against three millions of my fellow subjects.” 

As Christians, would you promote the glory of God, and ex- 
tend the kingdom of Christ ? ‘Roamelns the Jews! Vhey shall 
hecome “ the seed of God” upon the earth. In them seek your 
missionaries, whose ‘ word” shall be indeed “ with power,” 
who shall realize another Pentecost, under whom, “ nations 
shall be born in a day.’ They shall be named the “ priests of 
the Lord.” “ Men shall call them the ministers of our God.” 
Them shall he send to the isles afar off, “ and to the nations 
that have not heard of his fame, and they shall declare His glory 
to the Gentiles.” And then sh: all their “ recovery,” their “ ful- 
ness,” their “ grafting in” again, stand forth to the whole intel- 
ligent creation, in magnificent contrast with their “ fall,’’ their 
“ diminution,” their “ cutting off,” their ruin and dispersion ; 
and then indeed shall be made “ known to principalities and 
powers in heavenly places, through the church, the manifold 
wisdom of God.” 

Seek you for stimulants to duty? Regard them in the altered 
feelings of the Christian world! Returning life and_ sensibility 
pervade the mighty mass, so long i in the slumber of death. One 
universal movement of commiseration for Israel’s wrongs, indi- 
cates that “ the Spirit is poured from on high.” Every where is 
the look of scornful contempt exchanged for the smile and cor- 
diality of Christian courtesy. The welfare of Judah is the theme 
of discussion in the cabinets, and cherished by the munificent 
zeal of the high potentates of Europe. Russia, that gigantic 
empire, whose immeasurable territory touches every point of 
dispersion of * this meted out and trodden down” people. Prus- 
sia, whose commerce vests almost exclusively in the millions of 
her Jewish subjects, have become at length alive to their im- 
portance ; and missions, schools, and settlements for converts 
are patronized and founded with a princely liberality Den- 
mark glows with a kindred flame; and Belgium exhibits her pa- 
rental care for the Jewish youth. A royal edict has been is- 
sued, as from a second Jehoshaphat, commanding them “ to 
teach in Judah, and to take the law of the Lord with them.” 
All Germany is awakened to this work of mercy. Imerica in- 
vites the sufferers to tranquillity and freedom in her se questered 
woods. Scotland arrests them in their wanderings over the 
boundless steppes of ‘Tartary. And Ireland too! even, in her 
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own necessities, affectionately mindful of another’s woes—Ire- 
land has not forgotten the Jew! To her the curse of Israel's 
persecutors attaches not! Her green and fertile shores have 
never been visited by the “tribes of the wandering foot and 
weary breast.” But she needed not that the “ Lazarus” should 
be “ laid at her gates.” You sketched a picture of his sufler- 
ings and she melted into compassion, and reproached herself 
for past indifierence ; and burdened with her own weight of in- 
testine strife and discord, she still remembered the Jew; whom, 
* having not seen, she loved,’ for the fathers’ sake. In the Bi- 
ble only has she known him, an! there she reads of him not as 
* the outcast,’ but the beloved; not as the enemy, but as the 
friend of God; not as the last, but as the first amongst the na- 
tions. And “ the abundance of her joy, and her deep poverty, 
hath abounded to the riches of her liberality.” “ sk you then 
or signs of the tmes? When hath the history of Providence 
exhibited the church of God in such an attitude as at present ?” 
Myriads of supplicants now “ pray for the peace of Jerusalem, 
and their cry has entered into the ears of the Lord God of Sa- 
baoth.” They “ask of the Lord rain in the time of the latter 
rain; and lo! already fall thick drops of that rich and life- 
giving shower which shall cause “ Israel to blossom and bud, 
and to fill the world with fruit.” For behold the present aspect 
of the Jews. They more than meet the affectionate zeal of 
Christians for their spiritual welfare ; they receive your mission- 
aries as messengers of glad tidings. They search your Scrip- 
tures as the words of eter nal life, wherein Paul again “ speaketh 
in the Hebrew tongue ” They shake off the fetters of rabbinism ; 
they awake from the dreams of false philosophy ; they abjure 
the puerflities of the Talmud. In the face of poverty, and de- 
sertion, and death, they embrace the Gospel of salvation, and 
entrust their children to the teachers of its heavenly truths. 
Their scribes and learned doctors are compelled, inch by inch, 
to fight tor that vantage ground of superstition, from whence 
they had so long tyrannized over the consciences of their be- 
nighted disciples. ‘They are pursued into the very citadel, and 
many have become captive to “ the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the word of God.” 

Ask you again, “ What has this Society effected? Much every 
way!” It has removed “ the vail’ from the “ heart” of the 
Christian. It has altered the character of the expectation of 
the Jew. Without political interference, it has done that which 
Lord Clarendon, declared to be “ the duty of every Christian go- 
vernment,” namely “ to demand from their Jewish subjects the 
reasons why they reject € hristianity.” It has ac complished 
within thirteen years of a struggle for existence, whilst ‘ with- 
out were fightings, and within were fears ;” what eighteen cen- 
turies of apathy had left unattempted, or spurned as the reveries 
of fanaticism. It has preached the pure Gospel to the original 
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mnessengers, and authors, and objects of that Gospel. it has 
broken up the waste, and scattered the seed, and shows you 
already the waving verdure, and the “ fields white to the har- 
vest.” Its expenditure has been the outfit of a vast undertaking, 
and its engines and agents are rapidly effecting that mighty re- 
volution, whose results shall be “ Glory to God in the highest.” 

Do you meet us with the doubtings and apprehensions of 
that timid policy which fears to put forth the hand of this “ ark 
of God,” and wiispers in our ear the charge of a presumptuous 
interference weth the work of the Lord? Aw ay with such vain 
alarms! What! do my senses deceive me: do [ read the Scrip- 
ture rightly, or must I reverse the benediction of heaven '— 
“ Blessed be he that blesseth thee !’? Would that at least, con- 
sistency of principle had influenced the conduct of Christians ; 
that they had alike refrained from crushing, as they shrink from 
the visionary danger of cherishing this ‘ heartless dove! We 
freely grant you that the salvation of Judah is the work of the 
Omnipotent, and upon the certainty of its accomplishment we 
ground our solemn appeal, “ Be ye fellow-workers w ith God.” 
Oppose him not; for opposition is folly,—madness !—With- 
draw notin cold neutrality ! ! Neutrality is inadmissible, is fatal ! 
“ The nation and the kingdom that will not serve thee shall pe- 
rish.” ‘Too promptly, too fearlessly, have you lent yourselves 
to be “the rod of his anger, and the staff of his indignation.” 
** Choose you now “ the better part,’’ and be the willing almo- 
ners of “ grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

But there are difficulties and discouragements, “ there ts a lion 
in the path.” Oh! let me not hear such a response from a Bri- 
tish audience, to the signal of this holy warfare ! Nothing is 
impossible to courage and activity: To the timid and the in- 
dolent all things are ‘impossible, because they seemso. Approach 


these terrific spectres ; they are but the vapoury reflections of 


your own distempered fancy ; grapple with them, they melt into 
“thin air.” Those mountains in the horizon, which close in 
the imaginary bay, impervious to the panic-stricken voyager, 
are but the clouds of your creative imagination. The ice is dis- 
solved, the sea is open, the breeze is fresh and fair, and the cur- 


rent sets smoothly and steadily to the long sought object of 


adventurous and noble daring. Oh! turn not back at such a 
crisis! Damp not those generous spirits which glow with a 
bright and joyous hope! Or if your heart fails, yield up the 
helm to hands of energy and resolution. ‘The glorious circum- 
navigation of charity shall then be completed, and command 


the cratitude and the admiration of the world ! 
<= + 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Wolff's Journal. 


sem FRIAR AND WATCH MAKER. 
June 21, 1823.—At Jerusalem there lived lately a Jew from 
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Poland, who got his livelihood by making and repairing 
watches. Pater V., a Franciscan friar, a German by birth, 
who is the only one in Jerusalem who understands any thing of 
medicine, called often on the poor Jewish watch-maker, who 
mended his watch without taking any reward for it. One day 
Pater V. called on the watch-maker with a watch, which was 
very much disordered, and which did not belong to himself, 
but to another friar of the convent. The Jewish watch-maker 
said to him, * | am ready to repair your watch gratis, but L 
cannot repair gratis the watches of every friar, and especially 
this watch, which is so mach disordered!” The friar, Pater V., 
was very much displeased, and called no more on the Jewish 
watch-maker. This week the Jewish watch-maker became se- 
riously unwell, being taken with a fever. The principal rab- 
bies desired Pater V. to call on the watch-maker, and give him 
some physic; butin vain. I heard of it, and called myself on 
Pater V., and said to him that he ought to go to the sick watch- 
maker, as a Christian, and as a Priest of Jesus Christ, who 
knows by the gospel, that Christ commands us to pardon our 
debtors. ‘ No,” said the friar, “ the Jew has offended me; he 
did not repair the watch.” 

f, Christ pardons our offences, 

Pater V. 1 know my duty. 

The poor watch-maker died last night, and was to-day car- 
ried to the grave. His brethren accompanied the body. He is 
lamented by every one who knew him, on account of his quiet 
disposition : and his wife is now a widow. Behold the conduct 
of a Catholic Priest, who lives in the convent, which is situated 
upon Mount Calvary! And that very Priest often spends se- 
veral nights in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, kneeling 
near the tomb of Christ, who prayed on the cross for his mur- 
derers! saying, “ Father forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.” 

June 25.—I wrote to Pater V., the Franciscan friar, who re- 
fused to go to the dying Jew, the following letter :— 

* Reverend Sir,—The Jew to whom you refused your as- 
sistance on his death-bed, is departed from this life. I gave you 
to-day notice of it, as you told me that you were just going to 
Church; I thought then to remind you of it, in order that you 
might exclaim with particular devotion, more than ever, ‘ Kyrie 
Eleison !'—* Lord have mercy upon me!’ for you have acted 
wrong as a Christian and as a Priest !—And I do not know 
with what conscience you can pray. ‘ Dimitte nobis debita 
nostra, sicuti et nos dimittimus debitoribus nostris.’ It is true, 
that you have been offended by the poor Jewish watch-maker ; 
but you pretend to believe in a crucified Saviour, who prayed 
even on the cross, for his murderers, ‘ Father forgive them, for 
they know not what they do!’ And you have much reason to 
fear, that the Lord shall one day say unto you, ‘ O, thou wick- 
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ed servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst 
me; shouldest not thou, also have had compassion on thy fel- 
low servant, even as I had pity on thee ?? And the Lord shall 
be wroth, and deliver you to the tormentors. You have, be- 
sides this, given very great scandal to the Jews; they will now 
say, and have said alr: ‘ady, * Thus act the ministe rs of Christ! 
J am not angry with you; but my love towards you, and my 
Saviour, dictates to me to write to vou these few lines, and 
with high regard, f am, Rev. Pater, your humble servant 


JOSEPH WOLFF. 


JEWISH SUPERSTITION. 
The following letter, together with the “ History of the New World,” was re- 
ceived from Mr. FISK, a few days since. The History, which contains eigh- 


teen closely written quarto pages, is too long to be inserted entire, and there- 


fore only two extracts are given from it, to illustrate all that Mr, Fisk says of 


its character. We first present the Letter, then the title page, and afterwards 
the introduction and conclusion of the History. 
JERUSALEM, June 13, 1823. 


To the Editor of the Recorder, 


Dear Sir,—I send you a document which Mr. Wolff has as- 
sisted me to translate from the German Hebrew. It was brought 
to me by a Rabbi of this city, as a true History of the New 
World,” and the Rabbi seemed not a little displeased wien I 
told him it was alla fiction. Ii ou think fit to publish it, it 
will show your readers what nonsense the Jews believe, and I 
apprehend this may be considered as a fair specimen of their 
opinions in history as well as theology. They seem to be given 
up by God jot only to judicial hardvess of heart, but also to 
judicial blindness of mind. They commit the most flagrant 
crimes without remorse, and they believe the most absurd and 
foolish fables without shame. Let all Christians pray uacea- 
singly that the veil may be removed both from their under- 
standing and their heart. 

Yours affectionately, 
P. FISK. 
“HISTORY OF THE NEW WORLD.” 

“Tn this book is to be found a fine history how the New 
World was discovered by a precious man, the great man, the 
Lord, the Rabbi, Yerahmiel, the Prince of the Kingdom of 
Spain ; ; and in it is to be found that it is not permitted to one to 
do any thing underhand, as it is said in Ecclesiastes, “ He that 
diggeth a pit shall fall into it;” and how God (blessed be He) 
does exalt man and redeems him from death. O that we may 
soon deserve to be redeemed out of the captivity, very soon, 
even in our days. Amen.” 

“ Printed by the Holy Congregation in Wilna, 5563.” 


 History—There was in the Kingdom of Spain a King: 
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whose name was Solomon Grek, who was of the country of Jy- 
dia, a Prince, the son of the King of India, and he had With 
him a Jew for a Counsellor, whom his Father cave to him He 
was called Rabbi Yerahmiel the Prince. He was a Jerusalem 
Jew by birth, and this Jew knew how to speak and write fo: ty 
languages, and he was a great wise man, and he traced his pe- 
dizree from the seed «f David the King. For this reason many 
Kings gave him great bouour, and he was very learned in all 
wisdom, and he was very learned i in the wisdom of Astrology, 
which signifies an observer of the stars, and he was in wreat 
favour with the King, so much so that all Dukes and Generals 
were under his hand and counsel, and the Jews likewise en- 
joyed great privileges in all the Drestane ‘es of this Kingdom. 
The Dukes in consequence of this were jealous of him, and 
tried to deprive him of his glory. When he understood this he 
was in great tribulation, and went out one night to look at the 
star about his fortune, whether he could fall from his glory : and 
he observed carefully, and he saw that he must first arrive at 
greater glory, and then tall almost t) death under the hand of 
the Hangman, and then be exalted again till the end of the time 
of his years, and then he must die in glory and honour.” 

“ When I bmilt the city upon the colu ons which are in the 
sea, then many bricks and ‘stones fell into the water. Between 
the water and the columns is the dwelling place of the Levia- 
than, the King of the tisues; and likewise all the Lords of the 


fishes are there; and by the force of the stones and bricks their 


whole dwelling place was smitten and broken in pieces. For 
this reason they tried to take vengeance on me. And when | 
was cast into the sea, there came a great fish and carried me to 
Leviathan the King, with the intention to condemn me. Then 
Leviathan decided that I should likewise build a room under the 
water as [ had done upon the columns above, and they would 
leave me alive. And | undertook the task, and there was only 
wanting there below an under-master; the Leviathan sent me 
therefore to thee, that thou mayest send him that under-master, 
and the Leviathan gave me for a sign this ring, which thou hast 
lost.” And the King understood the wisdom and he sent im- 
mediately for the under-master, and cast him immediately into 
the water, that he might go to the Leviathan to be his under- 
master. ‘Thus the general was saved from death; and after this 
the Jew told the King the, whole fact as it happened, and he had 
great honour with the King, and rejoiced himself, and all the. Jews 
likewise + enere And thus was confirmed what was said in Ecc le- 


siastes of the wicked—* He that digyeth a pit shall fall into it.” 
a aie 
PALESTINE. 


LETTRR OF REV. W. B. LEWIS. 


The following !etter has been received from the Rev. W. B. 
Lewis, under date of Constantinople, 24th August, 1625. 
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| remained some time at Beyrout, indeed, much longer than 
J expected to do, in hopes of finding a conveyance direct for 
this place or Smyrna. [| felt obliged at last to take my pas- 
sage on board a vesse! bouid for Tarsus, with a view to per- 
form the remainder of the journey by land to Smyrna, if no 
good opportunity offered at Tarsus for proceeding by sea. A 
few days before we sailed | wrote to you, and forwarded my 
letter via Marseilles. We quitted the shores of Syria on the 
morning of the Ist July, and having had a favourable wind, 
were fortunate enough to anchor in the harbor of ‘Tarsus early 
on the Jd. 

Tarsus, called in the Arabic (and perhaps in the Turkish also) 
Tarsize, or Tarshish, the same name it bore in the days of the 
Prophet Jonah, lies at the distance of seven or eight miles from 
the harbour. The country is particularly good for its cotton 

roductions; but in the neighbourhood of the town it ts very 
fertile in all respects. Here | was gratified with the sight of 
Turkish carts drawn by buffaloes. [It was a long time since I 
had witnessed any thing in the shape of a velncle with wheels, 
excepting once last year on the grounds of Mr. Barker, at Sou- 


adia. Although not mtroduced into Syria, the same sort of 


cart is very much in use throughout Asia Minor. According 
to information received from a French merchant resident at 
Tarsus, the population amounts to about 15,000 souls, includ- 
ing the suburbs or small villages immediately adjoining. A few 
arches of consid rab e strength and elevation, the entrances of 
the ancient city, may be seen in various directions, standing 
around at some distance from the present town, sufficiently de- 
noting that the Apostle Paul, born at ‘'arsus, must have been 
a citizen of no mean city The inhabitants are for the most 

art Turks, and not oniy Mahomedans by profession, but many 
of them likewise (as I learned) the followers of the idolatrous 
Ansarien worship. There are about sixty families of Armeni- 
ans, and perhaps nearly double that number of Greeks, scatter- 
ed in the little villages close to the town. ‘The church of the 
Armenians, very old in appearance, is built, as pretended, on 
the spot which was the immediate birth-place of St. Paul, and 
in the midst of a small burying ground where a large tree is 
exhibited, under the shade of which, we are told he use:! to sit, 
I was conducted by a Jew to see these sights, and I could not 
but feel a wish at the tine that this man might one day be led, 
to see the truths of Christianity simply displayed before his un- 
derstanding, and that he might be endowed with somewhat of 
the same spirit which actuated the great Apostle of the Gentiles, 
I saw him and conversed with him every day during my stay 
in this interesting place, and at length presented him with a 
copy of the Hebrew New Testament, bound up together with 
the Bible, which he very thankfully took from me. There are 
no Jews actually belonging to Tarsus, but a few are in the ha- 


hia 








oe ee on eT 
















ee 






wee 






. = 
= 





j 4 
it 
a 


Ciel -t6 a 
o- = 


a 











| 
. 









60 Israel’s Advocate. 






bit of coming there from Syria, &c. and they reside some montiis 
at a time, principally on account of the cotton trade. ‘The man 
I have alluded to is a native of Damascus, but has travelled a 
good deal in the East, and from Tar-us he intended to set out 
for Smyrna. ‘The few other Jews | saw were of Aleppo, altoge- 
ther they were wot a sufficient oumber to form a synagogue, 
There was yo opportunity of proceeding from Tarsus by sea, 
so { decided to go by land to Smyrna, and having been detain- 
ed five days for the want of the means of conveyance, I started 
at last, taking the road over the mountains to Karaman, and 
thence to Koonieh, (the ancient [eonium) and to Ligoon, and 
the cities of Karahissar, Oushok, Kollah, and Kassaba, Nc [ 
was upwards of three weeks performing the journey, which was 
attended with disappointments and difficulties, and at times, I 
may mention, with no little apprehension of danger; but God 
is ever merciful and almighty, notwithstanding one’s fears and 
every day’s sinfulness. We need most surely to pray continu- 
ally for forgiveness, and that we may be renewed in the spirit 
of our minds. 

Between Tarsus and Smyrna there are no Jews, until you 
arrive at the last stage, namely, at Kassaba, where, I under- 
stood, there are 300 houses, or families. {| only heard of a 
single Jew on the whole line, and he is the Seraph of the Pa- 
shaw of Koonieh. ‘The physician of the same pashaw is by 
birth an European. I believe an Italian, but some years since 
he embraced Mahomedanism, and is truly a Turk in all appear- 
ance. The Christians | found to be very few, excepting at 
Kassaba, and they were principally Armenians, and the greater 
number of these are at Karaman. I had letters to one of the 
richest, and most powerful amongst them, who openly ridicules 
the superstitious practices of his church, and is professedly 
alive to all that is English. At Kassaba, as well as at Kollah, 
the Christians are, for the most part, Greeks. On the whole, | 
had much reason to be gratified with my visit to Smyrna: | 
stayed there a fortnight, but felt, indeed, in reference to the 
Jews, that it would have required a much longer time to effect 
an opening to any extent among them. However, I could see 
enough to encourage us to commence missionary operations in 
this quarter. ‘The Jewish population is variously rated from 5 
to 10,000 people—perhaps the number is not under, nor much 
above 7,000, though 10.000 is the calculation generally men- 
tioned. But, besides, at Smyrna there are many Jewish fami- 
lies ; likewise in the neighbouring towns, as at Kassaba, (al- 
ready noticed,) and Manissia, &c. Here then, and within a 
narrow compass, a wide sphere for Missionary labours seems to 

resent itself. Again, the advantages offered in a spot long in- 
habited by Europeans, and especially where there has been a 
respectable English establishment, with every necessary protec- 
tion, are not a few: at all events, the many apparent difficul- 
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ties, which flesh and blood must struggle with in other places, 
do not here display themselves. For various reasons, therefore, 
| would strongly recommend Smyrna to the attention of the 
Committee ; suggesting this place, with its neighbourhood, as 
a station for one or more missionaries, who might arrive here 
from England, with or without families, and sit down imme- 
diately, and with as much ease almost as in any part of Europe. 
Indeed, after Syria, and the interior of Turkey, | felt, when 
living in the Frank quarter of Smyrna, as if | had already ar- 


rived, I do not say in England, but in some civilized town of 


Europe, where all were enjoying a like liberty, and consequent- 
ly happy to a certain degree. The Jewish missionary to 
Smyrna should be an English clergyman, in which character 
he would be countenanced by the resident chaplain as a bro- 
ther minister, belonging to the same church, and Le would have 
access, not only to the pulpit of the factory chapel, (now rather 
in the hands of the British Governrent,) but also to the En- 
glish merchants, and through them to many of the brokers in 
their employment. who are al) of the Jewish nation. 

The language spoken amongst the Jews, at Smyrna, as every 
where in the Archipelago, and in this direction, is merely the 
Jewish Spanish, and this might be acquired, | should think, by 
the Missionary at Gibraltar, or Leghorn, or indeed, soon enough 
on the spot itself; although, for some reasons, I am inclined 
to think it best, in all cases, that missionaries, as much as pos- 
sible, shuuld be prepared in the immediate language of the 
Jews previous to their arrival amongst the people, to whom 
their objects are particularly and permanently to be directed. 

I ought to mention that the Rev. Mr. Arundel, the present 
chaplain at Smyrna, is well disposed to favour the views of the 
Society as far as it is in his power. He kindly offered me his 
pulpit to preach in, especially on the Jewish subject, and 1 un- 
dertook the task with a good deal of pleasure. I also gave 
away some of the Society’s papers, &c.; and I was glad to 
find that a degree of interest was excited in reference to a cause 
so Scriptural, and so worthy the attention of the philanthro- 
pist and the Christian. There are two or three individuals, as 
well as Mr. Arundel, who, l am very sure, would be willing and 
able to forward the objects of the Society, in case you were to 
determine on establishing a missionary station at Smyrna. Mr. 
Arundel said he should be very happy to be a correspondent, 
and if he can give you any information that might be interest- 
ing, or can be of service to the Society in any way pointed out 
to him, he wil] feel a particular pleasure in attending to the 
wishes of the Committee, as far as may lie in his power. 

The missionary, indeed, would find much opposition on the 
part of the Jews themselves at Smyrna. As well as I could 
learn, they are, generally speaking, a fanatical people, ignorant, 
and even the followers of certain customs not practised else- 
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where, especially with regard to sacrifices. They are in the 
habit of sacrificing various sorts of animals, | was informed, 
and this for the remission of their sins, thoughso contrary to the 
declarations of the law. The Jews, f fancy. in the days of Mr, 
Williamson, agent for the Bible Society, and chaplain to the 
factory, had been largely supplied with copies of the Hebrew 
New ‘Testament, but { was sorry to discover they were soon de- 
stroyed, by ordersfrom the Rabbies. This was the information 
given to me, but | should hope that the destruction of the Tes- 
taments was not general; and | have to mention that a few co- 

ies have been purchased since the time alluded to, at the depot 
of the Bible Society. 

I have also to give vou an account of an European Jew, 
whom I saw a good deal of, during my stay at Smyrna, and as 
any change, I think, in the Jewish mind, so that it turns not to 
perfect infidelity, must be viewed as encouraging in the present 
day, how much more encouraging is it when this change is ef- 
fected in the minds of any considerable number of the Jews? 
Mr. C has lived many years at Smyrna; he is a man of 

ood character, intelligent, and liberally-minded ; more than 
this, he has long since forsaken the traditions of the Talmud, as 
well as the many common unscriptural practices of the Jews, 
Having boldly avowed his opinions at Smyrna, attempting to 
bring others to agree with himin the same sentiments—he was 
sadly persecuted by his brethren. He had gained over nearly 
200 Jews, when a representation was made to the Turkish au- 
thorities ; in consequence, several of those who were led to be- 
lieve as he did, were bastinadoed, and punished in various ways; 
he himself narrowly escaped with his life, being obliged to fly 
from his house at 3 o’clock in the morning. A great number 
of Jews entered, or were about to enter it, with the design of 
murdering him. From that moment he wholly quitted the Jew 

uarter, and now lives, as he told me, more securely amongst 
the Turks. Several of his disciples remained steady to the 
new doctrines taught them, notwithstanding the persecution, 
and they are still in the habit of assembling privately, and in 
small numbers at a time, to hear his lectures, and to converse 
with him. 

Surely a field is here opening, for the missionary bearing the 
glad tidings of salvation. The great barrier, humanly speak- 
ing, between the Jew and the missionary is the Talmud ; but 
when this is removed, how easy does the way seem prepared 
before us? I allow, indeed, that the next great danger to be 
apprehended is infidelity, but this | do not think to be applicable 
to the case of Mr. C He appeared duly to respect the 








Scriptures, and with these | endeavoured to lead him te Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified, on account of the iniquities of a lost 
world. & endeavoured to point him beyond the mere light of 
nature to the light of the Gospel, which is sufficient to enlighten 
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ihe most ignorant. He gave me to understand he had held 
conversations with Mr. Fisk, and, I think, with the late Mr. 
Parsons, when they were at Smyrna ; he also told me he was 
in possession of the New Testament; aud I was glad to hear 
from him that he refused to give it up, at the time the above 
mentioned orders were issued to destroy every copy which had 
found its way into the hands of the Jews. Whe nt urged the 
necessity of believing in Christ. and acknowledging the truths 
of Christianity, he set forth the difficulties which would lie be- 
fore him in case he were to avow his sentiments. and to become 
a Christian in the country of the Turks; but he confessed at 
last, that if he could go to England, with his family, he was 
willing to do so. I could only urge him to be fully persuaded, 
in the first place, that Jesus is the € hrist, and then that it would 
be his duty, wherever he was, or however circumstanecd, to 
profess him as bis Lord and Saviour, leaving all the consequen- 
ces and difficulties in the hands of the Almighty. I begged him, 
again and again. at parting, to consider this great subject, and 
to pray to God for the influences of the Holy Spirit, that he 
might be guided in all truth. He took from me some Spanish 


and Italian tracts; and [ recommended him to the considera- | 


tion of one or two gentlemen resident at Smyrna, who take an 
interest in doing good, and who promised to converse with him 
from time totime. I also told him that I would write to him. 
Let us pray that he may not only be converted himself, but may 
be made the means of converting others. 

me tee 


AMSTERDAM. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER, 


The following communication, dated Amsterdam, 30th July 
last, is addressed to the Secretaries of the London Society, by 
an unknown Correspondent. We present it to our readers as 
it is, and of course without vouching for the accuracy of the 
statement; as far as we can judge, however, there seems no 
reason whatever to doubt its accuracy. We have not printed 
the name of Mr. at length, as much inconvenience has re- 
sulted at times from the incautious publication of names. 


_ Having been long acquainted with your Society for promot- 
ing Christianity amongst the Jews, and being myself a hearty 
iriend of the sons of Jacob, and expecting with you, the salva- 
tion of Israel, by the revelation of Jesus, as their King and Mes- 
siah, Tam glad to have the opportunity of communicating to 
you the following important fact, as a fruit of the labours of 
your Society. 


Mr. , formerly a Jew according to the flesh, living with- 








out hope in this life, or in the life to come, arrived here a few 
days ago, as a Christian, not like many other baptized Jews, 
who knuw only to speak of Christianity, but as one of those who 
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has learned to die with Christ, and who has arisen with him to 
a new life. The singular way in which he got to this blessed 
state, will prove that it was through the means of the labours 
of your Society. 

Mr. C, Gericke, a missionary of the Edinburg Society for 
the conversion of the Jews, on his journey, passed throngh 
Mecklenburg, four years ago, to Crakow, a place where many 
Jews are living. At his arrival he was introduced by the yonng 
Bocher, and the warden, into their new built synagogue. Car- 
rying with him some Jewish tracts and New Testaments, Mr. 
Gericke offered them for sale in the synagogue. ‘The warden 
bought a New ‘Testament, and the Bucher requested one as a 
present to the new synagogue, and one for himself. In a short 
time Mr. Gericke distributed all his tracts and New ‘Testaments 
in this place, and left it 

The warden, being indifferent about the precious treasure he 
had bought, (for perhaps the low price which Mr. Gericke of- 
fered it, had induced him to buy it,) came home and laid it down 
without making any use of it for himself. A few days after- 
wards his brother, Mr. , who lived some miles distant from 
Crakow, came to see him and found the book. He asked it of 
his brother, who gave it to him. By reading this New ‘Testa- 
ment, Mr. not only was converted himself, but three of his 
friends with him, by one and the same means, and they were 


all baptized together. 
Observe here, my dear friend, the blessed fruit of one New 


Testament, which your Society has published: may the Lord 
bless all the rest in the same degree, and may this also be a 
spur to stimulate you to go on in your good work ! 











Account of money received by the Treasurer of A. S. M. C. J. during 
the month of March, 1826. 


From the Rev. C. F. Frey,ou account 10 00 unpaid, 1ith February last, 5 it 
From the Auxiliary Society of New- From the Female Auxiliary Society of 
10 00 Suffield, Conn. Charles Sherman, 6 75 


London, Virginia, W. Steptoe, 
From the Rev. J. Bartlett, Conn. for Is- 


From Geo. Nixen, annual dues for 1824 
and i825, Member, 2 00 rael’s Advocate, 10 00 
From the Auxiliary Society of Liberty From the Rev. J. Bartlett, as a Dona- 
County, Georgia, J. Baker, Treasu- tion to the Society, per R. M. Blatch- 
rer 100 00 ford, « 2 50 
From the Auxiliary Society of the The- From CaptsMartin Mead, sales of Pro- 
ological Seminary at Princeton, by duce arm at Harrison, 75 00 
Wiliiam Lush, Seccsarer, 1100 From the Rev. S. N. Rowan, Sales of 
From the net proceeds of Hay, Straw, Articles at Harrison, 445 W 
&c. seat from the Farm, 357 40 $1,004 76 


From the Broker, balance of interest 


DanieL Boarpman, Treasurer. 











